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Lights, Camera, Film Literacy!  
Journal Prompts 

SEMESTER ONE 

1) What is the oldest movie you’ve ever seen? 

   How is it different from movies made today? 

2) What are your hopes and expectations for this class? 

3) How did creating a camera obscura and a sunprint help you to understand    

   photography? 

4) After creating a flip book and learning about moving image machines,  

   how has your thinking about moving images changed? 

5) What are your feelings about the earliest filmmakers? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6) How did your production experiences differ before and after discussing   

   effective collaboration? 

7) What are some challenges in creating a silent conflict scene? 

8) What challenges did your group experience in creating the silent conflict scene? 

9) What film techniques used in Charlie Chaplin’s THE KID might you want to use in 

your future filmmaking?  

10) What are your reactions to matching music to the emotions that you, as a 

filmmaker, would like your audience to feel?  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

11) Why do you think THE POOR LITTLE RICH GIRL was Mary Pickford’s most  

    popular film in 1917? 

12) What do you think of using The LCL! 3x3 Story Path to understand the  

    structure of a story? 

13) What are your three favorite movie genres and why?  

14) How do you feel about choosing a genre for your own film? 

15) How do you feel about the movie KING KONG? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

16) What were the challenges in creating your main character’s obstacles? 

17) Why do you think IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT was able to win  

     the “Grand Slam” at the Oscars? 

18) How do you feel about your group film and the process of creating the film so 

far? 

19) How do you feel about the movie THE BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN? 

20) How do you feel about your film now being in color?       
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SEMESTER TWO  

21) What are your reactions to THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD? 

22) How do you feel about nearing completion of your film? 

23) What are your reactions to adapting a book to a screenplay? 

24) What are your reactions to skimming for meaning instead of reading every word  

     on a page in order? 

25) What are your reactions to the film THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF OZ? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

26) What are your reactions to THE PRINCESS BRIDE? 

27) What are your reactions to your next filmmaking task:  

                                                            creating a documentary film? 

28) How do you feel about your next steps in creating your documentary film? 

29) What are some of the biggest challenges in creating your documentary film?  

30) How do you feel about showing the class your documentary film?  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

31) How do you feel about animated films? 

32) How do you feel about creating a PSA? 

33) What are your reactions to SNOW WHITE & THE SEVEN DWARFS?  

34) What are your reactions to clay animation, as a filmmaker? 

35) Think about the passion that Ed Catmull and John Lasseter bring to their jobs 

at Pixar each day… 

             To what job(s) could you imagine bringing that same type of passion? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

36) What are your reactions to computer animation, as a filmmaker? 

37) What are your reactions to the three different types of business approaches 

to creating a film? 

38) How are you feeling about preparing for the film festival? 

39) How do you feel about speaking to an audience at the film festival? 

40) How do you feel about completing the “Lights, Camera, Film Literacy!” course?   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 


